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The Triune God Has Created You Twice-Over

Did you know:

There are approximately 250 billion stars and 100 billion galaxies.  If we were travelling at the speed of light it would take you over four years to reach the nearest star. It takes eight minutes for light from the sun to reach earth.  Its average temperature is 36 million degrees Fahrenheit. If the earth were the size of a quarter, the sun would be the size of nine footballs and located a football field away.  Even though the sun is far bigger than the moon, their position relative to earth makes them look approximately the same size.

The earth travels ½ million miles per day in journey around sun.  It’s 4000 miles to the earth’s core.  There are more than 326 million trillion gallons of water on Earth.  The deepest part of the ocean is over 6.5 miles deep.  The highest mountain on Earth is over 5.5 miles high.  The atmosphere is 300 miles thick, 80% of it is located within 10 miles of the earth’s surface, 99% within 29 miles of the surface.  
The largest flower is six feet tall and three feet across.  The largest tree is 435 ft. tall.  An elephant can lift more than a ton but it cannot jump. A praying mantis can swivel its head 360 degrees. The heart of a blue whale is a big as a compact car.  The tongue of the same is as long as an elephant.  Sharks are immune to all known diseases.

All of these facts about creation are amazing.  This summer, you will all have the opportunity to be in a Bible class that spends six weeks marveling at  all of these things that came to be by the almighty power of the Triune God.  When these things were created, the Father spoke, the Son was the words which had the power to create something from nothing, and the Holy Spirit hovered as a mother hen protecting and nurturing the creation as it was accomplished.  And yet none of these things—as mind-boggling and astounding as they are—were the crown of God’s creation.  None of these things caused God to pause and contemplate.  

There is only one thing that caused the Triune God to go into discourse with himself about what he was about to do.  The divinely powerful command of “let there be” turned to “let us make.”
26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 

    27 So God created man in his own image, 
       in the image of God he created him; 
       male and female he created them. 

    28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

From the next chapter of Genesis we get to see how marvelously God formed the man from the ground like a master potter forming a piece of earthen art.  We hear how he breathed into the man his soul—giving him life in that intimate and personal breath, unlike his method with any other part of his creation.  

From the next chapter of Genesis we hear how God formed man’s complement—woman—from the rib of the man so that man would understand the intimate connection between himself and this wonderful gift that God was giving to him.  

But here, in the first chapter, we don’t have those details.  Instead we see two strong characteristics of man being given to him by God.  He created man as the very crown of his creation.  Everything in the vast array of creation had been created specifically for the benefit of man to the glory of God.  But he also created man in his own image.

Nothing else had been created in the image of God.  But what does that mean?  Does it point to the human soul—that thing which distinguishes us from the other animals.  Is it encompassed in our will, emotion and intellect.  Yes, these are the organs of the soul, but the soul is not the image of God.
To understand the image of God, I’m going to use an illustration that many of you are already familiar with from the Bible class on Reformed Theology.  Think of the will, intellect and emotion as the outer shell of a sunflower seed.  They are the shell, but not the seed.  The seed, the nutritious kernel in the middle that holds it all together perfectly, that is the image of God.  It is God’s perfection housed in a human shell.  

When God made humans in his image, their intellect was perfectly in tune with the mind of God.  Their emotions were perfectly in tune with God—what delighted him delighted them.  Their will was perfectly in tune with the will of God—they wanted what God wanted for them.  

Parents, you know what this is like.  Just look at your children!  God has given you the wonderful ability that he gave to those first humans when he blessed them and enabled them to partake in creation by fruitful reproduction.  And those children are perfectly in tune with you.  Their minds are lock-step in sync with your mind.  They want what you want and don’t want what you don’t want.  They are delighted with what delights you.  It is your will that they go to bed at 8pm and you have the joy of hearing them say, “You’re right Mom…Dad.  I need the rest for school tomorrow.  Thank you for providing such a comfortable bed for me to rest upon.  I am so happy to be able to obey you in this matter.  And I can wait to get up tomorrow morning because I want to follow whatever you want for me tomorrow and I’m excited by the possibilities.  
What, your kids don’t act like that?  Even after you went through the trouble of giving them birth?  Why isn’t their intellect, will and emotion in tune with you?  They still have intellect, will and emotion right?  Ah yes, but they are not in tune.  Sometimes they do things so incredibly ignorant that you wonder if there is any intellect at all.  Sometimes their will is formed in direct and deliberate opposition to your will.  And emotions?  Their emotions go in and out more than the tide and seem to always be intended to take your emotions with them to a very bad place.  

Why is that?  What has happened.  They received not only their genetics from you, they have also received their sinful nature.  It is the lack of that kernel of perfection.  It is the loss of the image of God.  

Without the image of God, mankind is no longer the perfect creation with which God was well pleased when he called it very good.  Instead mankind has become formless and empty and darkness covers the face of their souls.  We know that fact for ourselves.  We know that how our kids interact with us is much better than how we have interacted with the God that created us when he knit us together in our mothers’ womb.  We have done things deliberately contrary to the will and command of God.  We have done such idiotic things that have brought us so much harm and embarrassment.  We have pursued happiness apart from God and have found that there was only misery and sadness.  We, like Adam and Eve, have experienced for ourselves that Satan is a lying con-artist.  

But the Triune God has not just created mankind once.  After our first parents fell into that dark void, the Triune God went into action to create new life again.  The Father planned to send his Son as a second Adam—created perfect and sinless with an intellect, will and emotion completely in tune with his own.  He pointed to his Son’s coming from that sad day in the Garden of Eden over generations and millennia until by the Holy Spirit, a virgin conceived and gave birth to God’s own Son.  
And then that Son traded his perfection for the imperfection of the rest of humanity for all time.  His Son was cast away into the darkness of death and hell so that we could be restored to the light of the eternal life God wanted us to have when he created us.  We have just seen again in the church year how he accomplished all of that for us.  

And just last week, we saw that Spirit who had hovered over the deep like a mother hen being poured out on Jesus’ disciples.  We saw how the Triune God again created something from nothing with the power of God’s Word.  We saw how the image of God had been restored to these disciples.  They wanted what God wanted and knew the things God wanted them to know and were glad in doing what pleased God.  

And we all know that feeling this morning too!  Because the Triune God has created us twice-over.  Once he created us through that word of promise giving our ancestors the power to be fruitful and multiply.  And then through a word of promise and the pouring of water, he poured his Holy Spirit into us in baptism and created new minds and wills and emotions.  He restored that image of perfection by giving us the perfection of his Son to bind them all together.  

(Another angle: Every day is a battle between life and death.   You need food and air and God’s continuing care to continue to live on this earth.  You also need God’s spiritual food to continue to live your Christian life.  God has been generous enough to provide us with both physical and spiritual sustenance.  As the battle between old and new self continues, make sure you’re eating and breathing what God has given you in his Word. )
This week, we will continue the battle that has been going on ever since the day God re-created you.  We will feel the stubborn, selfish, childish pull away from those things that God wants for our good.  We will feel the distinct tug of our sinful nature and the rebel that lives in us that we inherited from our parents.  But we will also feel the selfless, trusting pull toward everything that is God please.  We will feel the distinct tug of our new man that lives in us which we inherited from our heavenly Father, through his Son and by his Spirit.  

This week you will also meet and talk to people who still live in the darkness with formless and empty souls.  And what Jesus said to his first disciples in our gospel reading is something he has also said to you.  He has given you the marvelous ability to be his mouthpieces.  He has promised to use us to bring his Word to people so that their souls can be re-created.  Just as God has allow us to participate in the creation of new human beings, so also he has allowed us the amazing privilege of participating in the creation of new Christians.  

Remember who you are this week.  You are God’s creation.  You are more amazing that distant galaxies or complex animals.  You are worth more to God than the rarest flower or the most precious gemstone.  God has spent more time and energy making you who he wanted you to be, making sure that you had eternal life, than he ever spent on forming a breathtaking mountain range or beautiful sunset.  He has given his Son for you.  He has put his Spirit in you.  He has taken dead paupers and raised us to be living sons and daughters of the King.  He has restored his image and restored your joy.  Remember who you are this week.  You are God’s disciple.  Share his Word.  Share your joy.  And watch the triune God create faith and life in front of your very eyes.  
Amen.
